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THE PEOPLE AND THEft% STUDY

The Nisenan are the Southern Maidu. Dixon divided the Maidu
into three groups on the basis of speech: Northeastern, Northwestern,
and Southern, the .area occupied by the latter being about as large
as that of the first two together. The two northerly divisions Dixon
described monosTaphically in his Northern Maidu ;1 but~ on the south-
ern group he has only scattering references in this and other papers2
Other accounts of the Nisenan are by Stephen Powers ;8 by Faye,
Notes on the Southern .Maidu;4 and by Gifford, Southern l~[aidu
Religious Ceremonies2 These re.late almost.wholly to the hill Ni~enan.

The present account is of-the valley Nisenan. As might be
expected, culture differed considerably in the plains of th% Sacra- ~,....
mento valley and the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. This is equally "

~ Bull Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., 17:119-346, I906~ ....
2 Cited ibid., 122.                                              ’

s Tribes of California, 313-345, 18~ (chs. 31-32~ The Nishinam). ’
4 This series, 20-~35-~3, 1923.
S Am. Anthr., n.s., 29:214-2~7, 1927.
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~i~ true of the Nisenan and of the Northwestern Maidu.6 To

~i Wintun and Yana show a corresponding differentiation
~ valley and. hill habitat; and to the south, Yokuts and Miwol~.

!:,~I case of the Maidu-Nisenan, the relative uniformity of speeeh~
.~ to a tendency to.think ~f the group as a unit, irrespective of

I!:!~i
though Dixon’s account clearly shows the degree of difference
ing to elevation. Among the Nisenan, for instance, the valley

’~ had and the hill people did not have a true’religious org
¯ ’~.~.,,~ secret society of Kuksu type.s

.;~ " Strictly, Nisenan is not a specific¯ tribal or group name. The
lit means merely people or Indian. It is used, in default Of a

i!~~ ethnic name, in’analogy with Maidu, Miwok, Yokuts, Wintun,

:. Yahi, which also, in the usage of the people themselves, ~only
"persons.’’~" The Nisenan differ from the proper or Northern
much as the Patwin ("Southea~tern and Southwestern
differ from the Wintun-Wintu.1° The cultural distinctness tends:i
be obscured by the "use Of designations expressing only a generic
kinship, much as if we insisted on calling the Assiniboin,
Sioux, or the Comanche, Southeastern Shoshone. Nisenan, in
form Nishinam, was already used by Powers.1~

The data in this report are all from Tom Cleanso, an Indian
perhaps 70, living near Sacramento. His father was born at
or Puzhune (Pujune)," near the mouth of the American river,
within the city limits of Sacramento. His mother was from
a valley Nisenan village, on lower Feather river, where the
differed somewhat from that of Pushune.. Tom himself was born ami!
raised at Kadema, a village 7 or 8 miles up the American river. He
has been blind since ehildhood, is now deaf in one ear and hard of
hearing in the other, and has lost his upper front teeth; but proved
a cooperative and intelligent informant within the limits imposed by

~!:=i . his physical infirmities and a consequent habitual apathy. He was
generally quite clear where his knowledge ended and belief or ignor-

6 The l~ortheastern Maidu live in high valleys, snowed-ln in winter, and are a
sep~arate people, best described as Mountain Maidu.

¯ "      ¢ And the much faster disappearance of the valley Indians, with consequent
¯ : loess-el the old culture except as a memory.           ¯

s̄ Gifford, 257; Powers, 326.
9 ~ �~aidu,~, homo in Maidu, oceur~ in l~’isenan as maidiik, but meaning vir,

not .homo. ¯
¯ - ¯ ~0Similarly, the Plains Miwok might be set off from the’ hill Miwok as the

Miuko, following Merriam’s Meuko, Mewko.
xx The final -m is almost certainly an erro’r for -n, even in the hill dialects.
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began. He lives part of each year with an older hal£-siste~
physical faculties are less impaired, and they¯ still sometimes
their natal language to each other; but, both in 1923 .to m~self

in 1929 to Gifl’ord, she proved an unwilling and Practically ira=
informant. Tom’s enforced n-on-participation in the unsettled

scarcely successful adaptation o£ his relatives to civilized life has
him a relatively unclouded Indian point of view to fall-back upon.

~. Tom Cleanso" was first interviewed by Dr. A. H. Gayton in 1925.
obtained from him a series of notes, o£ which Gifford published

few relating ~o dances. From January 27 to February 7, 192~, Tom
~vas at the University and at the S.tate Industrial Home ~or the Blind

Oakland, through the courtesy of whose administration the problem
i0~ his care was happily solved. Dr. C. Daryll Forde, Commonwealth

and I worked with Tom during this period. Dr. Gayton and
Forde havi~g generously put their notes at my disposal, these

data have been incorporated in the following account.

GEOGRAPHY AND SETTLEMENTS

The range of the inform~int’s ethnogeographical knowledge is
probably significant of ancient ethnic affiliations and cultural rela-
tionships. He~ knew the villages of his own group on Sacramento
and American rivers, but was vague as to such as there may have
been off these streams. He had some knowledge of the hill Nisenan
settlements higher up in American drainage, but without ability to
localize them, perhaps because they did not follow in line along a
stream. To the south, among the l~iwok lVfokosumui and Koni, he
knew only the most upstream major village on the Sacramento, had
heard of several others mentioned to him without being able to localize
them, and was ignorant of the l~Iiwok names of all of them. Up the
valley, however, he freely enumerated Nisenan towns on the Feather
river which spoke a divergent dialect, and l~Iaidu settlements as far
up as 0roville, besides volunteering a few beyond to the northwest.
Up the Sacramento also he knew the principal Patwin towns to the
end of the range of~ these people; plus the larger Patwin settlements
back of the river in the. vicinity of Cache and Putah creek drainages.
It is clear that native communications prevailingly followed the large
streams, and that therefore the ethnic outlook was direeted toward
the north and northwest, within the Great valley. The San Joaquin
portion of this Valley however was foreign. The delta and the Con-
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sunmes and l~Iokelmm~e entering it were haNly kno,~,
adjacent; the people actually on the San Joaquin and its

scarcely at all, i~ spite of the continuity of the plains. Nisenm~op~
~Iiwok hostilities may have been partly responsible; yet

remembrance of purchase of d~nces between the two groups.. It

more likely that groups tended to segregate themselves accordin~
physiographic areas, which were defined in the valley by river syste~
and elsewhere by. elevation which kept the towns out of the stre~
canyons. Toward the hill Nisenan, the Pujune-Kadema attitude se~

~i to have been indifferent. There was intercourse, but knowledge.I
"i~ .-:,.~ .....¯ =. their habitat and customs was p~ecemeal: they evidently follo~

,different ways. Alien speech in it~elt~ was nora. barrier, else
!: .’ "~i remoter valley Nisenan of Feather river would not have been bet~

kno,,~a than the hill Nisenan a few miles up the American,’ and
distant Patwin better than the .contiguous Mokosumni.

The attitude of the river Patwin is similar: they know more
the valley Maidu and Nisenan than about the Wintun up-river or

own Patwin kinsmen back in the hills. In short, the Patwin,
and Nisenan actually on the floor of the Sacramento valley seem
have formed a partly closed group conscious of its substantial
fortuity and concerned chiefly with itself.

In the following lists N, S, E, W denote the north or south
of American river and east or west sides of the Sacramento and
Feather with reference to the general course of these
with reference to precise situation.

The follo~ving seem to have formed a nearer unit with the inform-
ant’s people.

On ~rneriean river, in order up-stream:

Puju"ne, Pucu"ne, N, 1 (2+ ~) m. ~’above~’ Sacramento city; on a knoll or
mound.

X~o"mol, S, opposite preceding.
Yama"nepu’, N, up-stream~ dn a knoll near Puju"ne.
Be’k, N~ up-stream~ at the new highway bridge.
Ka~dema, N, about 8 miles from Sacramento.
Yama’nk~d~, N, about preceding.
?3’tcfip, N, above.
E’k’wo, N, above.          .
~iik’ii’li, N, above (an orchard now).           ¯
~k~na’pe’~ N, above~ near l~’alr Oaks~ about 16 m. from Sacramento.
Ci’"ba~ Ci’~pba, 1~.

Yo’limhii~ S~ near ~’olsom, farthest up-stream. This appears to be in the
lowe~ foothills.

¯ -                      C~0~7 6 8 9 8
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On Sacramento river, in order upstream: ~..      ~.~ .’-~
(Waqa’k, E, near Freeport, 12 m. below Sacramento, was Plains Miwok)o
~qa’~ma, E, 4 m. below Sacramento~ was Nisenan.° "
De~mba~ W, abbve Sacramento.

~ ~ "
Na~wean,~ E, on a~hi~h ~noll, ~ m. from Sacrament0.

Paka~ikai~ E~ above~ 8 m. from Sacramento. ’
Wi’~c~na~ Wi’~j~na~ E~ 9 m. from Sacramento.-

somewhat different. In ,sequence up-stream:
Le~utci, E, on Sacramento, 1~ m. below Woq’ok:
Na’~we, W, on Sacramento, near preced~g.
Woq’ok~ E~ at Vernon~ confluence o£ Sacramento and Feather.
KoTcuk, E~ on ~eath~r~ 6 ~. above Woq’ok.
Yo’ko~, W~ L~a’~n, W, Ho~k’ok, ~ together~ 3 m. above preeed~g:
Hoq’o~, E, south o£ Nicolaus.
0q’ac, ,W near Nicolaus.
8eke’~t~a, E, at ~icolaus.                                    " "
Yama’~nepu, E. Given also as on American river. Perhaps two settlements

~th same name, like Bo~tok below.
P~itok, W.
~oyu’i’, W.
Po’p’o, W.
Yukuqme, W. Birthplace of informant’s mother. At.another time he gave

this as Hopam, 7 miles belo~ Yuba City.
Hoce~, E.
Ho’~, W.
Lole~’h~pu, W.

¯Si’sum, W.
Mi~mag, Mimal’, E.
gu’~pu’, W, at mouth of Yuba river.
~olo’tk’um, W.
Ya~manh~, W.
Hi~hyu", Hit~yu, (Hi’th*yu ~), W.
To~mtco’, W.

Somewhere between Molo"k’um and To~mtco’ appears to have been
the line between Nisenan and Maidu, which is ~determined. Con-
tinuing up-stream, in ~aidu territory:

Bat~’~ W.
Bo’ka, W, ~ m. below Oroville.
Hetnokbo~ E, relative position hncertain.
~ico’u,.E, relative position uncertain, but above preceding.
Bo~tok, W, 2 m. below~ Oroville.

,. North or northwest of Feather river, ~aidu:
~OqoIokPai, near Oroville, northerly~ off the river.
E’cken, south of Chico.~
Pa’ike, "north ~ ~ of ~reced~g, at Yankee Hill.
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Patwin villages on Sacramento river,, in order up-stream.:~

K’urmpe, ~.~ 3 m. above Y~etutci, i.e.,
Turlik, E.
Woteoyok, ~’. ]~rom I~e~utcl to here~ except for Woq’ok, the

river may be the reverse of those stated. The course of the
is northeasterly~ and the informant gave the ambiguous

Y~i~d~ii, W, Knight ~s I~anding~ just above the modern, towm
Tcatt’ci~ W.
Bo~tok, E, distinct from Maldu Bo~tok.
Pa’qhfi, E.

K’i~s, E.

~a’~as, E, ~Butte City" (~).
Ku~ikui, W.

Tattno~ W,’a large village.

Lo~klok or Loklokma~ti~
Kapa’~ya, W, somewhere between KacUI and the preceding.

These settlements are not in orderly sequence for the
part of the list, to judge by their ~Patwin equivalents, but
placed with approximate correctness as to tlie part of the
course they lay on. Many of the names are Nisenan
Patwin: Y6d~i for Yodoi, Palh~i ~for Palo, Nowisapel for
K’iic for Koshempu. The list extends to about the upstream.
Patwin occupation.

P~twin settlements between the river and the Coast ranges,
in geographical order:

O~cli, on lower Cache creek.
~!neak, above~ probably on Cache creek.

Tu’"duc.
,o Boqau.

Luwai. (evidently Liwal n~ar .Winters). ¯ ¯

Bo~skol (evidently Suskol at mouth of Napa river):
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~i~ Nisenan ~ll~es in ~erican ~n~e,.~ot ~ geo~aphica~

PFwhu, west or south of Aubu~. ¯ -:. /.: ~ ....
Hoqakceu, near Auburn. ~    .~ ...

near Auburn.

do not ~ee ~th the n~mes pub~hed,-~ in Dixon’s ~m~p~

by D~on ~ on or near ~erie~ Hver ~ v~Dey N~e~ ~rri-
The two first he thought ~kos~, ~wok. ge~ .w~s

the ~ddle of the country," that is, not on a large river; O’n’ona
e~ef there once. Yalisu~i he ~d not reeo~e. Se~ni is

the inform~t’s o~ Se’k, on ~erican river. It would
appear that -~ni is a Plains Miwok (and Yo~ts) ~r~na-

not Nisenan.
The~formant did not know the foDo~ng P~ins Miwok ~Dage

Y~hui, Yomit, L~mM, ~yem~.~e He a~o ~d not re~g-
Ta’lat~. He did ~ow Umucha as M~kosumni, that ~ Plains

E~dently there w~ tittle ~sit~g of the Miwok by the v~ey
though the inform~t, once ~derstood some Plai~ Miwok.

the ~Iokos~ni: "on the San Joaq~n" (~) were ~he Ko"ni,
northern ~D Miwok, whose lang~ge was harder to ~derstand
Mokosu~i. Two of their settlemen~ were Ce’w’a ~d Ca’kay~

"sco~g rush" in Nisen~n).

TECHI~OLOGY AND SUBSISTENCE

Houses.--Dwellings, hii", were earth-covered. At Wolok, at the
of Feather river, they were made tule-covered. However,

river houses also contained tule mats--either to support
the roof soil, or as lining for the. walls. The large dance or assembly

iliterallk’Um,y was distinct from the small sweat-house, k’um-im-hii",
"dance-house house." Both were earth-covered. Details of

the k’um.are given under "Kuksu Cult"; entrance was not from the

~erriam, Am. Anthr., n.s., 9:349, 1907, gives these and several o~hers as
of the 3/Iokozumne group of the Plains Miwo~- Alec Blue, a Nisenan
in 1915 informed Gifford that they were Nisenan~ except Umucha, which

3~iwo~. In Kroeber’s Hand-book, 444, these names are starred as Nisenanof Miwok villages. The present data show Merriam to be right;
are Plains Miwok names of Plains Miwok villages.
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!k village might have six or seven houses and a k’l
two. The k’um was used by men for sedentary work--net
making.. Hand-game was also played there. Women entered
dances were put on. The k’um was little used in summer.
of a k’um wo.uld often make a hu’sla in summer, a feast’~
"without dancing, under a shade in front of the k’um. The
was not visited by women. Men sweated mornings and

Bo~ts.--Besides balsas made of the round .tule, ku’ye’,.,
"waterlogs" least, there was an approach to a canoe in the
a log raft. This might consist of two logs, lashed with
of a single large log. In either case the trunks were flattened,
on the side intended for the top; the working was with stone,
ably by splitting. If the informant was understood
ends rose up into a prow .and stern; but the~logs, though
were not hollowed. These rafts were large enough to stand
to carry women and loads. They were made of "redwood,!’
the Yuba Indians and sold down-stream. Different names were,
for the log raft at Hok, Olash, and on Ameriean river.

The paddle had a handle about a yard long lashed to an
blade, through two. pairs of holes in the blade. This was about
and a half long and half as wide. The Nisenan had no tools
which to .work out a one-piece paddle. Both kinds of rafts
pushed in shallow water by a pole 12 to 15 feet long.

Clothing.--This comprised bark or rule aprons for women,
feather blankets for women and round "shawls" of tule for
winter, perhaps occasional moccasins of buckskin, and the men’s
net. The aprons were of inner bark of pot’o" or ha’lawai
soaked until it came off like paper. This material seems to have

more characteristic of the l~laidu’. The Nisenan often beat the
or especially the triangular tule stems, ku’ye’ or walak’a’i, into a

"of "cotton" for apron fibers. The same two tules were plaited
¯ mats; the flat.tule, .sa’ule, was not used.
:.~ The duck blanket was of feathers, not of strips of skin.
three sacks of fine feathers were needed for a good tc’i’.

~ .~apped into a two-ply cord: as this was rolled on the thigh.:
i cord;:Walam(?), seems to have been the warp, which was wound

and forth between ~wo vertical poles about four feet ,high. The
’ yus’a(?), was put in about two inches apart, in pieces just
enough to reach from the ground to the i~ighest warp, and tied
and bottom. This suggests that the weft was double and twined
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to have been of plain cord. The work was done indoors in

chiefly by men, with the women "helping." The hill. people

l.--The bow was made of to"n, digger pine, the sinew-

attached with a glue called wai. The bow was short/the
of sinew. The "sinew" was taken from the. back of the deer.
)oints were of obsidian, which was broken after being warmed.
from several places in "the mountains" (the Sierra Nevada),
them Shingle Springs (~c: flint may be included.under l~he

la’i’yi). Only some men knew how to work obsidian or make

Arrow shafts were of o°1olo, a water or marsh plant with white
of flowers. They were about as long as the bow, length being

to add to their trueness and distance. Three (split) hawk
were attached with wai glue and sinew lashings. Hard oak

were also used. The quiver was a fox, wild cat, or brown bear

~skin. ’

spear, used only in war, was of willow, about a fathom 1.ong,
large obsidian head lashed into a nock with sinew. The inform-
k~iew nothing of armor and recognized no descriptions of such.

The salmon harpoon appears to have been .of the usual Californian
The toggle head was called by the same name as the awl, show-

that it was of bone.

A sling is described under "war." . ¯

Foo~.~The mortar, ’a", was of oak; the hole was burned out so
to be hard. ~n the hills, stone mortars were used. Wooden vessels

not made: "the people had no tools for that."

"Clam" shells from "lakes" were used both as spoons and as
for cutting meat or fish. Bone and wood were cut with fiat

?) stones. These were called simply "stone."

The earth-oven was used to cook la’ka and perhaps other plants,
dried powdered salmon. Such food was eaten hot. Other plant
was ~tried raw and stored, wai bulbs, for instance, gathered in

by men and women.

The root of the flat rule, sa’ule, was boiled, or roasted under the
dried, and pounded into a meal.

Acorns were shaken down with a long pole. by people up in the
The shells were cracked with the teeth and the kernel dried.
people owned particular trees. ’
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Spring salmon were good. They ran up the American
about Folsom--the limit of the .informant’s exacter
beyond, the river was shallow. Winter salmon had white meat,-~
often without tails, and inedible; presumably these are the
~ter spawning. Salmon was kept in two ways: dried raw; or
dried, and crushed to powder. The former, or sliced meat, was
on poles to dry.

Salmon and other fish were taken by means of weirs aero~
river, built communally. The fish .passed through gates into
ures from which they were scooped with nets.

Deer,: including perhaps antelope, were hunted’with the
head and skin.

Yarious foods are mentioned in the vocabulary under animals
plants.

" S~t.--This was dug from the ground or cooked from a plant
cabbage-like leaves gathered in summer. The leaves were piled
fire in a pot, in which the "salt" collected in a cake so hard it
to be broken with a stone.

Baskets.--Shapes and materials are listed in the vocabulary.
material used for red designs, apparently redbud, had to be got in
hills; the wire-like marsh .roots used for black, probably Carex;
split in half. Feather-covered baskets of Pomo type were made;
informant even mentioned one that seems not to have been
previously, the mu’mu. This was about the size and shape of an
open at each end, worn on a necklace at dances or gatherings. It
entirely covered with red woodpecker feathers. The informant
seen one made by his mother.

Carrying baskets and seed-baskets were made by the men in
k’um. These were of coarse openwork willow ware. C
baskets were made by women in the houses or outdoors.
carried firewood in openwork carrying baskets, men in a back
lashed with grapevine,. It is~not clear whether men brought
only. for the sweat~ and dance house or also for ~he dwelling.

~    String or net~.~Both string and rope were made of p~ u"~ ~
lik~ plant growing among the tuies. This was the only
material, milkweed (Asclepias). being ’.’no good," according to
informant. The p~u" was gathered in fall ~when its leaves began
drop. It was soaked, beaten, and .long fibers drawn out of the
of its stems (?). These were kept damp. The spinning was done
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thigh and tension secured from a spindle with a stone whorl~
or tilili. This was a perforated stone. The string was wound

the spindle, the point of which rested on the ground.. The inform-
was positive that this was a pre-Caueasiau device.. It appears td

the first whorled spindle reported from California.

Fish and bird nets are described in the vocabulary. The measur-

ing by fathoms and meshes is of interest. The goose nets, mo’l’a
in spring, in a series, one behind the other, and tied to one long
~e, witha pole of elderberry--chosen for its lightness~for each nel~

the rope crossed it. These were either propped vertically or
:~more likely laid flat" where the geese came to ~eed on grass, i pul. 1
on the rope by concealed mendrew the series of nets (up and)".forward
and down over the geese. The duck nets were stretched across water
at dusk and the birds caught in them as they flew at night~ they were
held by poles a% the ends. Men often stayed up to ta~e the birds out..
Snares were ~sed for geese, cranes, swans, and smaller birds. They
iconsisted of a loop on a stick that was sprung.

~5~co.~This. was planted each spring from seed kept over.~

It was planted in shallow holes, about the village or "anywhere," as
it grew easily. It was picked, dried, tied up into tight, bundles so as
to retain its-strength, crushed, and kept in a small s~ck. Nothing else
was planted.

Chiefly old men smoked. The pipe was of wood and held with
bo~vl end elevated~i.e., it was tubular~ but it bulged a~t mouth and

espeeia.lly at bowl. Some men put a coal into the bottom of the bowl
to keep the ashes from falling through the bore.

~o~y.~The essential facts are in the vocabulary. Shell beads
were rubbed round on a slab.

~u6c~ ~s~u~s~s.~See vocabulary. The flute was smoothed
inside by having scouring rush drawn or pushed through.

The bullroarer, li’wan’ii, was. mentioned .as a toy, as among the
Maidu, or as a wind maker, not as a device used in s~cret society

rituals. - It was sometimes painted black~ and hung on a high pole,
until the wind caught it and made it hum. This was done in summer
to bring a breeze.

Games.~The principal fac~ are listed in the vocabulary. The
fan-tan type of guessing game, o"ca, has been previously reported
f~ora this part of California. Part of a heap of sticks was set aside.

x~ Cf. Faye, this series, 20:40, 1923.
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University o1" California Publications in Am. Arch. and

The rest was counted off by fours after the Players had bet
last remainder would be 0, 1, 2, or 3. This looks lille an
independent parallel .to the Chinese game. Imp0rtatio~
likely, on account of .the compactness of recorded
central California. The informant .of his own accord called
old Nisenan game as compared with the Patwin stick dice.’

In the guessing or hand-game the number of calls for the
interesting, because suggestive of borrowing due to games
people of different speech. There were one or two players on a
each with a pair o~ bones.                                    "

Duck heads ornamen.ted with beads, haliotis,
feathers, etc., were stuffed a~ toys for babies.

Dogs.--These were scarce. Some were woolly.
Calendar. The month names obtained are given in the vocal

They number ten. This may not be lack of memory: the
Maidu name only nine moons, those of summer beingundesi
l~ost of the Nisenan names end in men, "season," not in

SOCIETY

O]~cials.--The "chief, hu’k, was selected when he was young...
cession was mostly from father to son. In default of a son, a
son, nephew, or other kinsman succee’ded. The installation feast
ceremony was called wo’kwok: everyone contributed to the new chief°:
there was much to eat, and the peoPle sang, slapped their thighs,
danced. The old dance house was not ~destroyed; the new chief
it "because it had been his fathe~:’s." It was replaced only when
began to decay. Any dance might be the first to be made in a
dance house. The (larger) villages had one d~nce house, Pujune
instance; some, like ’Kadema, had two formerly, th~ informant
.been t01d by his father. Puj~me in the informant’s father’s time had
two chiefs, Humpai and Teduwa, who were brothers. At

~Tawec ~as chief.                                     ¯
Three kinds of heralds, criers, or spokesmen were mentioned.

pe’ddu seems to have been the chief’s official speaker in
H~-talked in the k’um, about "chief’s business," fur and feathers
property; everyone answered ’~i~., ’~i~, ’~. The pe’taye was a sort
town crier, and was "a common man." He shouted, mornin~

~ ~’aye, 39, lists only six for the hill l~isenan.
~ ~aye, 43.
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1929] Kroeber: The Valley iq~enan " ¯ ’265

evening, for everyone to hear, "from¯ somewhere in the village,, on
the ground, not from a roof top. The w~’u was the seeret, society
annOuncer, under ¯orders "of the peipi, tie sat on top of the k’um,
!morning and evening, at certain (ritual) times, ~and called to the.
people to wake up,.to have no quarrels, to be well-behaved men and

He finished with a call heiiiii. Sometimes there were two
wS"u to call out.

Marriage.--Marriage within the villag~ wa~. not forbidden. Cousins
married. This certainly refers only to cross-cousins, perhaps only to
~ne kind of cross-cousin.

Disposal of the dead.~Those who died of siekness were eremated
and their bones buried. Shamans could see the dead go north from
the pyre. Those who died violently---" from a bear, or war"--we~:e
buried. Small children were buried. People who died at a distanc.e
were buried "there, or burned and their bones brought home for burial.
A bear skin and ornaments were put on a dead person, so he would
not trouble his living kin. The body was tied, in extended position.
The informant knew of flexed burial, but not among his own people.
Weapons and personal effects of the dead we~:e burned.. Mortars and
pesties were not destroyed; they were "like family property."

Hair was cut in mourning and buried. Burning would spoil it.
Women sometimes kept their combings, to use in what they manu~
factured.

Kinship.~The terms’obtained are given in "the vocabulary. There
are se~’eral gaps and uncertainties, but it is Aear that the system is
similar to that of the hill Nisenan~ and not very different from that
of the Maidu.~ All the Nisenan-Maidu form a rather close unit in
their kinship designations. Although centrally situated, they are not
comprised in the Central California valley area of kinship systems.~s
They are the only Penutian people not so comprised. On the basis
of a statistical count of similar features, they rank high, or general-
ized, in California~from 970 to 1010 .on a scale ranging from 708 t.o
1025.~ The number of similarities which each of the three divisions
possesses is highest with one another~ next highest with remote and
unrelated groups like the Shasta, ~kchomawil Klamath, and ~Iono.~

~ Gifford, Californian Kinship Systems, this series, 18:4~, 1922.
~p. 43.
~s Map 24, 1~. 203.
x~ p. 194.
~o Table 3, p. 197.
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Resemblances are eonspieuously few to adjacent. Patw~n and

fewer to Patwin than to more distant Wintuno~Vintu. This
that the Patwin and Miwok have specialized. The M~

retained a widely spread and presumably old type -of system.
From the point of view of the valley Maidu and Nisen

means that they have mainl~ retained the set of kinship terms

by their hill kinsmen instead of modifying these al.ong the lines
Patwin whom they specifically resemble i,n..most of their culture.i~
~ther words, generic lin~dstie affiliation.:;m~e than generic
affiliation has determined their kinship system.

~Var.mYa’t designated a brave man or war leader; k’Si, war.
Mokosumni were often eager to fight against Kadema, ¥iik’iili,
other Nisenan villages; but they were cowardly and quit as soon

i ~. they a man. Slings were specific war weapons,lost Spears
former used by those that had no bows. The sling was said not(
ha~’e been used for hunting water fowl. It was made o£ a piece.
skin with a string at each end; stones could be hurled across the

Dead people’s eyes, presumably from foes, called k’5’yim
were used to bewitch the enemy. Medicine men tied them up
feathers and put them into a hole. This made the foe "’like drunk,!
weak, foolish~ or crazy. The hill Nisenan did the same. The

formant seemed to know nothing of scalps nor of a victory dance

KUKSU CULT

The Kuksu cult o~ religipus organization of the valley Nisenan
of the type known from the Maidu and Patwin, but strikingly
ent in many details. There seem to be two societies with
initiations: a general society taking in only males but all or most of
th~se, and a Kuksu society consisting of a limited number of men
women. This is also the scheme of the Patwin, except that

possess a third society, the Wai-saltu or North-spirits, .which seems
to be represented among the Nisenan2~ The Nisenan general
conducts most of the dances, but the most important of these

the Patwin and Maid.u, the Hesi: does not occur, its place being takem
by the A.kit, which ranks next t6 the Hesi among the Maidn but is

~ The situation for the Maidu is" not clear, Dixon’s data having been
before anyone suspected that there might be more than one society. His referen~
to Kuksu as head and initiator (p. 323) may indicate that there was a
Kuksu society¯
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by the Patwin. Into the Akit enter a number of dances°and of
impersonators, most o’f the latter being unreported from the.

and Maidu, while the most sacred impersonations of these
groups, such as the !~foki, Sill, and Yohyoh, are unknown to the Nise-

In innumerable specific features, and the emphasis placed on

them, the Nisenan variably agree or disagree with the two other

~:..From the hill Nisenan there is a sharp differentiation, since a~cord-
to Powers~- and Gifl’ord~s these do not possess a secret societY, and

hence, strictly, no Kuksu cult. Gifford has shown that most of the
fill Nisenan dances Were introduced as late as 1870-72, by a movement
which was in some way a repercussion of the first or Californian
Ghost Dance. Some of their other dances are remembered as brought.

: in somewhat earlier from the north, presumably from the hill B’Iaidu;
and the remainder, or oldest and locally native stratum, while bearing
some resemblances to features.of the Maidu Kuksu cult, such as per-

i:’formance in the dance house, use of the foot drum, occurrence .of
skunk and creeper dances, are not organized into a system. In Other

~/words, the hill Nisenan took over some Kuksu cult elements; and quite
likely the Kuksu tribes now anal then borrowed from them elements
which they worked into their own system. It is only in this sense that
it is possible to agree ,with Gifford’s interpretation.that the "oldest
s~ra.tum"~ of hill Nisenan dances belongs to the "God-impersonating
Cult." These people evidently had neither true, disguised impersona-
tions of spirits, nor a society, nor any system of relating dances into
a scheme; they did. have certain performances-and paraphernalia that
elsewhere formed part of such an organized cult.

From the Pomo and Yuld, the valley Nisenan, Maidu, and Patwin
differed in that their organization which made the elaborate dances is
the less esoteric part of their system, whereas their Kuksu and Wai-
saltu societies, which on the whole correspond most closely to the

Pomo-Yuki ghost or spirit society, are more esoteric, limited in mem-
bership, but open to’ women¯ Loeb’s interpretation that the .ghost and
resurrection initiation is the oldest.portion of the cult, the showy
dances ~being a subsequent addition,-~ may therefore hold for the
Pomo, or for the world at large if religious initiations everywhere are

2~ p. 326.
~ p. 257.
-"4St~ll more does the "second stratum", from the north resemble Kuksu

elements: witness the kamin, lole, luhuYi, yomuse dances.
-~ Pomo rFolkways, this series, 19:338, 3~4, 371, 384, I926.
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to be led back to a single historic source; but it cannot be
as proved for the Californian Kuksu cult as a unit. All
be said as yet is that there has been a shift of emphasis, as
participation and.esoteric quality of the ghost, Kuksu, and
dance strains of the cult, between the Pomo-Yuki and the
Maidu-valley Nisenan.

General society.--Initiates in the ~eneral dancing
called k’a’kin, spirits or "dancers." Any-boy or young
danced well was taught by the pe’ipi~, the "dance doctors" or "
men," i.e., the older full initiates or directors. (In ~aidu
pepe, means clown.) The boys were kept in the dance house "
a week," and were given no fat, fish, or meat. They were
out for fear they would eat these things and become sick. At the
of the training the boys had become light, untiring dancers.
peipi learned from other old men ; the informant thought they did
pay for the instruction.

The informant also denied the practice of pay dances"
people, . although he was acquainted with it among ~aidu and

, ,,Pi"wenan, ’outside (p~ople), seems to mean uninitiated, as
trasted with the k’akin or initiated.

Temeya or Kuksu society.-=The te’me’ya ceremony or society
the ku’ksui performers. It was held in summer in the dance
as a great show, men .and women looking on. There were two
flanked by two wu’lu, four in all. The kuksui wore a very large
dress, a black-feathered net covering, his whole person, and a
whistle of sand-hill crane bone; he ought to be tall to look "

. The temeya was made at Pujune, Kadema, Hok, "everywhere,"
among the Patwin. The "temeya people" ormembers were both
and women ; and only they had the nose septum bored. In. it they
a very white ornament called cii’mii, of bone, 3 or 4 inches long.
informant ~in his childhood had seen a women wear this while
in the t~em.eya.
::: A special act was the "wood-temeya,!’ tc’a’m te’me’ya,

’performed by a shaman (yomuse, "medicine doctor") " This act
bought from the Mokosumni by Kadema. The dance house was
’dark; then something unseen called oTee, ~something dangerous,
heard to fly and fall repeatedl~r Then .an object containing
and sturgeon bones, perhaps other things also, and cove~ed with
down of the sand-hill arane, was exhibited. A performer
it with a spear: then this object cried "hhh" as if afraid and
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a 5re animal. The father ofthe ~formant’s "~cle’~.. (father’s
Mike made tNs tc’am" ~meya perform~ce; the p~se

made when ~Iike w~ a boy. TNs is a~ the ~orm~t
~tabbing or shooting such as the Pom0 an~ Pa~ p.~e~ ~"

~ances and cerem~ies.~In the general danc~g society the
~e greatest ceremony. It is described as th~ Pat~ describe the
"all spirit enactors can appear ~ it ~d m~y dances~me-~
The folloMng dances are part of th~ aMt~ De~r;Ra~on,

Grasshopper, e’M’ ; waka’i worm; Goose; la~’ ~rap~e ~er-
The ant l~ts from two or four days to a week.

~The other dances and ceremonies c~ be briefly ~sted. U~e~
stated, they are performed in the k’um, by men onlg, and

made at Kadema and Pujune. The ~o~ oee~rene~, ancient
of dances of the same name eNewhere is ~dicated by M for

P~ ~or Patwin, Po ~o~ Pomo, ~ ~or ~iil Niseis,

k’a’mi~ (H.-]k[, generic word for dancing).
similar to k’a’min (1~).

Io"le~26 women holding a long feather rope, a man with a whistle at each
of ~he line (~¢I, P, Po, H, ~fw, Salinan).
lu’hui,~-6 men and ~vomen; hold small ornaments of yellowhan~mer feathers
~f, luyi).

yo’muse, women only; outdoors (H). The word alsomeans shaman.
ha’lule’, men and women; the informant never saw this.
ke"nu (1~, P).
mo~lo’k~ condor. ~k separate ceremony; dangerous on account Of its food

The dancer wears a condor skin; his head is reddened. Sold by Pujune
Ol’ac (~�[, P, l~w).
ya’tce’, another Pujune dance sold to Ol’ac.
~ki’l’ak, high eagle feathers on head (P, Po~ H~ 1Kw).
tu’lat, yellowhammer quill band worn fore-and-aft on head (H).
ma"mac, similar to last; carried staff; did not "come to Kadema" (H).
hi’w’e, costume of fine owl feathers on body; staff carried by each dancer.

Prom "Sonoma county" (Pomo); the Mokosumni also had this. (Po, H,

wa’iko’ and oke’~a, old dances of Pujune and Kadema; never, seen by in-
ifOrmant; men and women danced in these, he was told.

Deer (..~, p), Baccoon~ Goose(~) (M), Grasshopper (M, XIw), Wakai
daaees in the akit.

Turtle (t~), Skunk (]YI), Tsamyempi (~f), Grizzly Bear (M, P), Coyote
{dape) (.~v[~, p), not mhde, though the Pa~win were known to make the last two.

Waima (1~I) and Waisaltu (P), not known;

~ Descriptions of the lole and luhui~ obtalne~l fr.om the presen.t informant by.
are given in Gifford~ 235.
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The following are acrobatic performances:
la’li~, in which men climb up a center post and hang head

stringers: In the aki~ (l~f).
walk’at, each performer four times climbs up a center post,

turns round, until his head is down, and leaps down.                 ~:
lu.’~man~ apple ceremony, no~ made at Kadema; but sold by

Lampakan of Hok; then Lampakan sold it to the Patwin, and died soon
The informant, when a boy, saw the performance at Hok.
transfer took plac.e well before the 1872 ghost dance. The ceremony
been reported from the Patwdn; but the Pomo have a pole rite.~ The
nan pole, lu"man, was long and painted red. It was held horizontally
men and women, who raised it in rhythm, whistling. One man had
feather rope. This was outdoors. Then the pole was raised and
a hole, with one man at its top, "like a woodpecker.’~ He talked
guage, leaped down~ and all danced. That night they danced in the.
The pole was left standing several days. The performer on the pole
only k’akin, the dancers being non-initiates. "

There appears to have been no sequence of dances
winter as among the Maidu; in fact no such dance season has

reported anywhere except at Chico. The ald~ was made about

i.:i~i"
yo"men; the Iole usually followed it, but also came in summer.

~,:::~:i dances and ceremonies were specified as made in summer:
"̄:,.:::.. temeya, yomuse, k’amin, wai; also the mourning ceremony

:i:i shamans’ e;~hibitidns. Midwinter was’ too cold for dances.
:~(/, ~pirit impersonations.~The spirits (k’akin) impersonated ar~
’: . following:
:̄. haqhio’, with head feathers.

hu~ihu’, with two long split-stick rattles painted white and red.
¯ ha’~kakyo, looks like a duck.

a’~nayo, with a large headdress.
k~ut, the deer.~

’ili’iqi, with feathers on head and neck. "
kiiqem k’akin, woman spirit, with the hair and clothing, of a

Evidently the equivalent of the ]~aidu dii, but this name ~was not used by
informant.

-~"-~ -. ~; Some of these may be .named after their cries or calls. The~¯
" ~ PerhaPs is not exhaustive.

.... The Maidu or .Patwin mold (wiita), sili, yati, yohyo spirits
" unknown to the informant by these names, evidently, because

appear primarily in the hesi ceremony.        ’ .
He mentioned. the wu’lu ~i~ appearing both~ in the akit .and

temeya. In each case there are .two, with one k’akin between
the akit and two kuksui in the temeya. These appear to "be

rather than spirits.

~-~ Loeb, 372.
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.Dance house.~The d~ee d~ ~embly. ho~e, k’um, had it~ door

the west. There was ~ second door at the back, ~ed ’on0ce~ion.
front o~ t~ rear door w~ the ~oot dry, laid ~rossways. :..T~s
hollow, ~e a canoe, and was stamped on ~ dancing. The two

posts were set up fi~t, ~ east-west line; then the side posts.
fire was betwden the two main posts. The roof hole served as

vent, ~d there w~ only¯one. It W~ not ~ed ~ an ~n~ce,
the informant had ¯heard o~ people e~e-in ceremonies,though

using it and ~ew a .name. ~or ladder. The floor seems notso

have had the same ceremonial importance as among the Pa~ ~d
w~ leone4 o~ i~s subdi~sion into "seats" or places appor-

to different participants.                              ’

Dance regalia.--
a ~belt~ about four inches ~d% a fathom long~ of red woodpecker

green mallard feathers and b~ads.
¢u~dut~ a s~ilar belt made wholly o~ red and white Spanish or Hudson’s

beads.
¢i’luc~ a ~sor of woodpecker feathers fringed with black feathers~ valuabl%

only by ~portant people. This is the Patw~ tarat.
pa"lalak~ yellowhammer quill headbands.
Double whistles and men’s hai~ins were of sand-hill cranb bone.

Dance invitations were by knotted string, p’un, sen~ out by the
one knot being cut off by the recipients each day before the

,History and later developments.--It would seem as if the Kuksu
cult had been still’in a plastic state at the time of its b~:eak-up.

Societies, ceremonies, dances, impersonations, while all cast in gen-
erically similar molds, varied or were entirely replaced by, others
.locally. Sometimes the name changed; sometimes the name was
applied to a different act or ~performer.28 Ritual elements evidently
were freely detached and recombined. Dances were newly acquired.
by purchasers and given up by the sellers. Outside" the Kuksu area

was a zone in which Kuksu elements were taken over without Kuksu.
setting, and from which they were drawn to be placed in the setting.
There was thus plenty of precedent for the sort of introductions of
dances into new territory which Gifford describes as having 0ccurred

among the hill Nisenan and Miwok about 1872.~s

2sNisenan peipi, full initiate or director; ]t~aidu peheipe, down. Iffisenan
malu, more or less corresponding in ~unction to Maidu mesi .(Kroeber, Handbook,
183); wulu,, hill l~Iaidu., dance in adolescence rite;, hill Nisenan, a dance (Gifford,
236). 1%senan temeya, the Kuksu proper society or performance; Patwin temeyu,
a dance house official and performer; hill l~iwok temeyasu~ a dancer and dance;
recent hill Nisenan temaya, dance manager.

2~ pp. 229-233.
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Yoktco, the introducer of valley dances, to the hill Nisenar
first ghost .dance period,s° was known to the informant as
dancer from l~u’k’el, presumably the Plains Miwok village
He was never sick, died of old age at Elk Grove in Plains
tory, and left no (adequate) successor. He made his dances.

Grove, not among the valley Nisenan.                      %!
Near ~uburn among the hill Nisenan, a local man named

and after him Ba~ti, who was not qui.te so powerful, made a
or seance called o°ye, which the valley Nisenan did not
night the dance house was left dark to make ghosts of the
wo’nomiise, appear. Singing by the performer brought them.
were .heard shaking the cocoon rattle, sometimes crying,
singing, sometimes telling of the cause or circumstances of their
and "anything that was happening in the world." They were
because they named themselves. Those who wished might touch
they had no head or limbs but were as smooth as a thigh.
they could, not let go of the rattle; then the performer blew

tobacco on them and the rattle could be heard to fall as the
departed. The informant had one of his relatives appear at
summoning.--This may have been post-gh0st dance; but the

shamanistie ~xhibition is likely to be old hill Nisenan. The
knew of nothing similar among the valley people, and told the
in answer to a question as to ghost society practices of the Pomo

OTHER RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES

Mourning anniversary.--This was known as he’i’pai’ and came

summer." It seems to have been an inconsiderable affair
with that of the hill people, lasting only one day..Clothing,

beads were burned (not at night), and all cried. There were
images.¯ These were known from the hills, where they were
"likedolls" with eyes of haliotis, danced with, and thrown into a
while propertywas burned and all wailed.~

¯ : (~irls’ adoles~enee.’The girl sat. in a hole surrounded by rule

in.the house, or outdoors in summer. She was not let .out for
tree might fall on her or she sicken and die. She ate only plant
no fish, fat, or meat. Women, sSmetimes men, sat by and sang.
was no dancing. The: second menstruation was not so dangerous
her, and she could eat meat or fowl but no fish. The stronger

ao Gifford, 229.
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~h is surprising. ~ike many= C~o~a~ the Nisen~ had sep-.
words to denote the fi~t and subsequent menstru~tion~see the~

~ulary.
Wega fe~ts.--The Nisenan were Wen to .ofitdoor feast... They

the yo"’we’da
h~d-games, play, and a hu’sla ~r great meal

~eat people (see chief). The yo"’we’da w~ held when
were in bloom, and the women wore them 0n their hair,yo",

and hands. The sa"we’da c~e later in the season, when flowers
gone and ever~ng w~

Dances and rites ~nknown
or rattlesn~e shaman’s perform~ce;

; the victory or scalp dance; dancing at the ~rl’s adolescence
; ~imsonweed drinking~ven the pl~t was ~o~.

W~le the informant knew nothing of ~ ~ual first-~lmon rite

a shamanS’all the men went to catch salmon, not a doc~r"~the
sa~on .caught ~ any new net had to be consumed completely.

When rattlesnakes were feared, medicine was put on the feet.
snakes wo~d sme~ t~s and.keep away.

SHA~NIS~f

The shaman, yo’muse, seems to have got his power chi’~fly from

people--either a kinsman who taught him, or the gathered
who trained him. The informant did not appear to connect

power with dreaming; nor did he have anything to say
spirits. The medicines were roots, seeds, leaves, which were

boiled, and drunk. Curing was partly by sucking blood from
a cut. With the blood, some other object, the cause of the disease,

~..~ame out- a dead fly, clot of blood, or such. This was shown, but
immediately buried. The ~ shaman ’s rattle for singing was of cocoons;

!l~s whistle was of wekwek hawk bone, which, like the bird, was small
~but shrill. The shaman’s bag was called do’kdok. This was. not

inherited because it was kept secreted and-therefore lost with the
~OWner’s death. Shamans might show and. give their medicines .to
i their sons or other relatives, but not their poison; this was hidden at

distance. The bag might be shown~ to others for pay. The viewer
had first to take a medicine; in fact the shaman himself took some
~fore handling the bag. Some of the contents were so powerful as to
~aUse nosebleed. On the whole these practices savor of Patwin and
Porao point of view rather than of hill and mountain ~Iaidu.
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Shamans" shot novices.to tra~ them,~ ~ other
tes~ ~r ex~bitio~the tw~ objectives were not distin~d~

~o~ant. The ma~cal object shot~ was ~ed ciT~’; the

~ce, ~ mi&~mme~, ei~l’a’m~’. The sham~ ~as paid by ~
"for bring~g him a~ve. again"; ~1 came to. see him do
notice would’fa~ dead, but the old people would sit by ~
~0~ng hell, not dead: Then the Shaman Would_suck out~:~
an~ when the yo~g m~"got~.up~w0~d .put~.I~ves on ~
keep ~d ~treat i~m f0ra’ numbe~.~of days, ~til ~ ~

~s tongue would draw backinto ~s throat, and he wo~d

 ie.
In other c~ses there w~s more of ~n exhibition of t

between his le , shoot it from a miniature bow 0f qui!1 with a
hair, at a man perhaps "a mile o~," who dropped. Then
~a real shaman, o~ coupe, not an. ordinary one--revived
he was new, stronger than before,s~

Shamans never c~ed their close kin, but paid others to
A woman with a good heart was often preferred to .a man

pres~ably, because she w~ considered less likely to use

Some shamans could handle rattlesnakes with imp~ity, but
was no pubic rattlesnake rite. A person bitten by a rattlesnake

isolated in a shelter, not allowed in the house, and attended
a shaman. A~ter being cured, he was given special medicine, e~e

would be bitten ~ain.

Shamans who could "make" weather were called ha’ika~,
name given the principal personage in .the creation. They cdu!d
or stop rain or wind. The informant was told the. ~ollowing by
grandfather. On a hot summer day people were in the tules,

some eight miles from their vitae. Lampakan, already
in connection with the K~su cult, was with them. A young
-ta~ted him to make r~in and called him a liar about his
Lampakan became an~y but said nothing. He pulled a young
shoot, pointed and shook it; soon there were clouds~ then wind,

¯ the rain came, and the people trudged home in the mud.

z~ Faye, this series~ 20:4~, 50, 1923.                                  "
a~ Same~ p. 46; his lomuse-m-payo’q seems to mean ~shaman’s dnnce’~ (1

y). In the valley, yomuse i~ a women’s danc~s~ Kuksu cult.
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Thi~ incident shows that L.ampakan was prominent both as
and as,a.shaman; but m theory the tw~ ~r~.disti.n.ct.

said, a peipi does not kill people with ~il’a’ like a
makes food grow and general luck.         - -
Grizzly bear "doctors," euTik, are friends of the grizzlies..Th~y
not put on a bear skin but "’use their own hides~" Wom.e.ff are

at this than men. The eul’ik go about in summer in.groups,
whom they fred, cannot be shot. They do:this from inh~r~.~nt

:(j’cpe or ho!.ep.e.are a kind of "doctors" diff~ent from both peipi
yomuse.. They neither cure nordirect dance.s, but "sing¯ for

. In spring, in the dark dance house, they sing night after night
i’make acorns, seeds, fish, ducks grow in abundance.
Ca"wen is poison, such as shamans use to kill people. It o~eurs in
air, water, or ground. If a man knows a POison root and takes
proper preventive medicine, he can dig it out. One such kind is

ho’kpol; it is potato-like and ~’ed. Another is a bird, la’lakeo,
a goose but many-colored, that sometimes got caught in duck nets.

poison comes from waqistcak,, which also looks like a bird.
spearing salmon might see one, spear, kill, and keei~ it to kill

with; but he. must take medicine to protect himself before
it.

The o’:lele~i was a luck bird, looking like a dove but s~ying in the
It seemed tame and kept close to people but was very h~rd

catch. If one kept a feather it had dropped, one was lucky in
and hunting and gambling and became rich. The feather was

covered and not shown.
These beliefs seem the reflection of a life and thoughts in terms
water, fish, and fowl more than of land and game.

’MYTHS AND TALES

could reac~h it.-,-Man~ ti:ied diviug 0na io,~gro#ebut could not ~fi~e near

Theyasked Turtle.: :He wasreluctant.: ~ Finally he went, taking his
and reached bottom. He b~ought earth, up in his paws and Haikat (weather

sh~ed it into the world.. Haikat could make anything. Turtle now
live on land or water.

Dea*~.~Haikat said, "They will diefor four days and nights, then live again
land be young.".’ Coyote protested, "1~o, they will stink if they lie so long.
~Better lia~ie them die for good and be put away.".’. Then Haikat agreed. But he

a scouring rush (a banded, .smooth stem) on the path to the river. Coyote
daughter came along to ~et water. The rush turned into a rattlesnake, bit her,

~.d she died.: Then Coyote said, "Let’s have them live again when they are
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276       University of OaIifor~i~ ~’ubl~tions in ~m. ~rvh. and

dead.’.’ "D~r kee (yo~ger ero~-eous~),no, ~ ean,t do it ~ow~,

brough~ out’~ ~ belon~gs, ~ h~ we~th. ~ "It ~ too
"X ~’t m~e th~ over ~d over. ’We shaii have to bu~ her~.
now."                                                      .

As ~ ep~ode w~ told the fl~t time, the ~fo~t
falcon, ~te~ of H~

~yote c~led Ha~at p~i. ~yote was ~ways getting ~11~.

Fire.~There w~ n0 fire. : A~ross the sea was
looked towed it, but o~y the ~W0 ~ee saw~ s~bk~.~i~ The~
could s~ it. So Weber ~nt the ~e0~ ~.*rKft tdsteal fire.

" un ~e snore of ~e mo~ ~e~e ~. ~. , ~s. ~ey-, g

,,~ l~gs 9£ .~hese: .~ ~en.~h~Y en~ed eye, house ~d~Wed. a ~. ~emb)y house ~ the mo~ta~, the ~o~dors ~ed t~
over it ~th their ~ spread.~ At last the mice ~awed their way
their ~g feathers. ~ey ~ught fire ~ a stick, ran away, j~ped
c~oe-r~ft, pushed off. The condors followed but thelr bals~ fell
they roll~ ~to the water; these that tried to shoot fo~d their bows
So the mice came back with fire. Then HaUnt put it into trees,, wood,
~d there it c~ be found now. Even some stones spark when st~ck.

Wekwek w~ mentioned as above ~ one version obtained, Haikat ~ th~
8almo~The ~ver used to be l~e a lake, without current. ~o

m~y yellowhammers. The~ mother’s brother made ornaments of the
red) qu~s ~d put these on them. Then he threw them into the
t~rned into salmon; that ~ why the meat is red; (and the cu~ent
flow). Their ~c]e watched them ~d was glad:~ "You have a good pla~e
now.~#                                                                                .:

T~er.--Two boys were ~]wa~s playing shoo~ing ~heir’hoop.
and mother were .de~d; their mother’s ~her r~sed them. He did no~
O~this earth bu~ only o~ the sky~ where he h~d his kin. He would speak
(k’~ki~ ]~n~ge, acorn bread would eome ~own~ and 1~ him ~ month.
~he boys ~ollowed him ~w~y ~rom ~he house an~ s~w ~his. Then they
some o~ the bre~d. He g~ve them ~ very ]i~le and s~id i~ w~ enough.
~hough~ i~ the bes~ ~he~ h~d ever e~en. He s~i~, ~ ~ ~ou h~ve ~Ien~
~ood; .don’~ touch ~his.~’ They though~ ~We will e~ some more when
gone. ~.’ So ~he~ wen~ ou~ to piny. When they came in again, ~he old m~
not there. So they helped the~elves; but it. did no~ replenish as it had
When their grandfather came back from the k’um, the bread w~ nearly
and he knew what they had done. He called them, gave them arrows,
them to shoot a yellowh~mer. When they brought it in, he di~ded the
those of the ~ght w~g to the older, of the left wing to the younger; the
split, s~ leathern to each. Then he made them headbands, put them on
tightened their belts, and sent them out to play. He told their hoop to lead
to a good pl~e to live. They threw, and it rolled ~d rolled. They r~

-could not overtake it. When they slowed, it rolle~ gently; when they
rolled f~ter. So they went over the mounta~. Then the younger
sing:

Dear my older brother~ it is ta~ng us away
Ha~e ~da,’ hun~n~n~i.

The old m~ heard them like thunder on the highest mountains. ~en
took off their belts, made them into slings, threw a stone up, broke the sky~
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.rolled up, ~d +hey el~bod. ~e old m~ h~d them:
~]~+ where +her+ ~ no +roublo~d thor+ is bettor ~ood ~an here.+++.

when ~hey roll the hoop.

,~ar a~ A~t~lope~zzly-b~ and A~telopo were s~-~-law.
had a baby, Antelope two boys. ~e ~o women Went out

lea~g the children at home. After at~e they sat do~.
Antelope. G~zly-be~r found none. "~ibble+ all around the
+ + + + Perhaps I might bite your n~k. ~ ~ So she bit a~ong ~t~ she bR ~rough

beck. Then she ate her up~ except the he~d, and th~ she put
~g basket, lo~ed clover over R, and pressed it do~ ~e ~telope

were w~t~g. ~’0~ mother ~ eom~g now." "Only one
~ed her, ’ ’ ~ere is our mother +" "Your mother met her

~+h them. She w~l be here +omo~ow. Come+ eat clover. But t~e
the top only.~’ ~ey ate; but ~e yo~ger brother dug to ~e bo~om

basket. + + O~ mother’s head ~ ~ beret ~ ~ The older saw it t~ ~d. t~ey
++’Why do you e~+ Your mother ~ eo~ng home tomo~ow.~ That
they bused all her belongs. +’What are you bur~ng++~ ~e.asked.

L we are o~y bu~ing p~e bark~" they told her.
the morning she wen+ outdoom. + +T~e care of my baby, + + she ~& They
ston~, belied water, put the baby ~. ~en it w~ cooked, ~ey set
the door. +’ The baby is ~leep. We are going to gather firewo~,~ they

They s~at in a pl~e. + ’ We are pfi~g up wood here, a~t, ~’ ~ey called
Pour t~es they di~ this. ++We are com~g now,~ they c~led. But they

up on a high hill. She came back to the house. "Oh, see, they ~ve
my baby, they have painted it b~ck in the f~et" ~en ~he picked it

~+it fell apart. She ate it. Then she followed them. ++~ere ~e you+.
++Here we ~e~ ’+ But when she e~e there it was only ~e~ ~ittle.

t~es their spittle derived’her. Now they h~ heat~ stones on ~e hill.+

was cHmb~g up, panting. ++Open your mouth ~de~ auntt~ ~ey called.
older threw a hot stone with a sling. ++What was that+" she ~ed~ ~ it

her.+ ++That was a h~m~gbird whirr~g. Don+t be ~midt Open
+’+ He threw a~in ~d missed~ ~d ag~n. Three stones were gone; only

was ]e~.L Grizzly-bear w~ nearly at the top. ~e "yo~ger brother sald+
me try~ +~ They scu~ed, but he toqk the stone from h~ older brother.

]e~-h~ded. "Open wide+ ~ ~ he ~Hed, and slung the hot stone ~to her.
It came out behind and kill~ her. They d~ced. ’ + Now w~t shall we

They cooked her ~d ate her up. ~y the g~l they could not ~t ~d
it away into the me,tail, where it tu~ed ~to ~zly bea~ O+mlakai

the +hill where th~ happened. Her trac~ are ~sible there now.
+++~e+e sh~l we go +to live+’~ +’Let us try to go to the sky.

+that+++~ They+ sl~g a stone ~th a cord on it ~d climbed up ~at. ~ the
made a l~ttle hoop ~d beg~ to play.+ +++ It+ tolled ~d~ roll~, ~to their

The yo~ger brother+ found her~+first. ++Come on+~
+ + + . i+~h~re.~+. They Sat+ 6he on+ each~ ~+’h+~ ~ees.
The++0m+n +�~lle~ each+ other ~k’epe+.:++ The boys +~lled the+ Grlzzly-~ar‘ ka’ti;

8~nk~T~ogreat be~ brot~em WereL Hil~g+ ~e0ple all about. ~ Sk~ went
~ put ~+e~d t~. the+ An old m~ went ~th ~. They got to a co~t~

+Sk~ was ehi~ing ~ wh~tl~g to h~self. ~ide ~e k’um the
~.big ~ brothers heard h~ and sent people out. Sk~ hid ~der a log.

he whistled ~d ta~e~ to h~self again. Th~ bears sent people out once
~th +~rders to turn everything over. ~is t~e they
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9.78 Uni~er~y of Galiforni~ ~’ub~ieatio’a# in A~n. Ar~h~

brought h~ ~to the k’u~ Y.’~o are you~ ~y do you .... "
abou~Y~ ~"l w~ wh~per~g ’foo~’ b~e I w~
foo~, but ~ he would.eat w~.~k~ "l w~
an~ they believe, h~. They .went to sleep. O~erhe~ w~a b~d
night thrbugh ~d ~d~g the be~s. At ~t it too .fell
h~ spe~ and ~lled the two be~. He r~ ~d the Wa~ing
others :~ed h~, he shot them (~th h~ scent), one after the
hk place their bones ~y ]~e t~ber.                      - ¯

~o~.i~la~’s t~.~An old mn had a ~e daughter.: ~enever -
to ma~ her, the old ~n gareth~ ~ison tobacco to smoke. ~e~
the old man hook~ h~ ~t~ ~ claws and threw h~ ~w~y. ~ "

Far ~~e south lived a ~m~ who W~ .powerful and ~e~ H~ ~id
~he w~ go~g~~She wa~e~ but he ~0k~ ’"~n" and went.
~c~e to where there W~ m~e~ h~ Shot once and ~lled ~v
~the q~aH~ and put ~ duck ~S~~ ~o~ ~he end of a stick~ .... :~/~.

~en he a~ved, the old ~ ~ked ~ old wom~ to ~Ve
and lit it. The ~sltor m~e a.hole ~ the ~ound and drew the smoke

The old man, disturbed, asked h~ w~e for stronger tobacco. BUt
~d the same ~th it. Then a quail he~ flew from ~ and around
the ho~e. The old people were f~ghtened and let the man have the~

In the mo~g the old m~ s~d he w~ hung~ for meat. The man
shot once, and killed everything about. "~at ~ that,." ~ked his
when he heard the shot. The man retu~ed and told his ~fe, "~ hav~
one." ~en they went out, there was a p~e of game. There was so
w~ di~ded ~ong all the ~llage.

~ext day the old m~ s~d he was sick ~d wanted to eat bird.
law went to the l~e ~d at one shot kill~ everyth~g there. At dark he
"Well, ~ killed one little thing," he said and stood his ~n up in a co~er.
family went out ~d found birds piled up ~ high as a hill.

Again the old m~ w~ sick and wanted fish. The man made a net and
one haul (etc., ~ per patte~).                                     ..

He asked for fresh salmon. The son-in-law took a baboon and put ~a
on h~ head. He speared a gig~tic salmon, which almost drew h~ ~der,
finally killed it ~th a stone. (Pattern as before.)

The old man ~ked his son-~-law to make h~ a good fire in h~s
But in it he had a fa~ and two b~ bears. The son-in-law took h~ hair
He drew the bears out, one after the other, killed them, and brought
the 01d man.

"Well, I am going now," he said, and took his wife. Part way home
made camp. There she had a baby. They arrived and he lived there with
his w~ves.

This story seems to be a f~on of native ~nd non-Indian elements.

,. PLACE A1VD RELATIOI~S OF THE CULTURE

Culturally the Nisenan of the lower American and
rivers ai~liated most closely-with the Other tribes of ~the
plains and waterways--the northerly Nisenan, 3¢Iaidu, and
~,~ number of traits unite them also with the Pomo of the (~oast

in th~ same latitude2 l:~semblances to the hill and mountain
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]Kaidu are fewer, even though valley and hill Nisenan
closely similar. Subsistence habits determined by physiography~ ¯

ecology evidently colored the social and ~religious culture more-
did linguistic affiliation.

~iFrom the San goaquin valley, on the other handi open an~ con-
as it lay to our Nisenan, the cultural outlook appear~ to .have

r̄elatively averted; perhaps, on account of hostility; perhaps
the l~Iokelumne and delta peoples shared patterns and ,atti-

~f a different culture centering farther
Plains Miwok and northern valley Yokuts broke up before

sc~nt notes of their culture were recorded, and it is ~nly the
and southern Yokuts o!~ whom something is known.
ignorance of the Plains Miwok, however, if the.present

attitude is typical, suggests that the culture
was ¥okuts in type, and that the San Joaquin portion of the
valley formed a cultural sub-unit distinctive from the Sacra-
portion, the line falling in the plains between the American

Cosumnes, and the joint delta belonging ;¢vith the San Joaquin.
following trait distributions are evidence of these ai~ations:

w~l~ ~he Sacramento vcd~ey p~oples.--Geographlcal knowledge a~d

; dependence on fish and water fowl; geese and duck .nets ~ shaped
~i~; duck feather blanket; wooden mortar; roasting salt in pits; fathom

general type of Kuksu cult; lack of specific ghost society in Knksu

¯ dat~on~ with Sacramento vcdley an~. Po~ao.--Fe~thered baskets; coarse
made by men; fan-tan type guessing game; two secret societies; pole

absence or slight development~ of victory dance, dance at glrl’s
~mages in mourning anniversary; shaman’s paraphernalia bags;

taught, little dreaming.
¯ da~o~s w~th hill a~ mo~tain 27~ena~ and Maidu.--C~endar of less than

named ’moons; weda feasts; shamans’ exhibitions or contests.
~etatgons wi~h 8a~ J"oaquin valley~.~The wooden mortar, the shamans’

the absence ot’ an adolescence dance, reappear in the m~ddle San ffoaquin
the northern p0rti~n being without dat~

~alle~j ~isena~ pe~al~ari~ies of c~dture..~ Cordage of p~u" instead of
o~.Apoeynum; stone Whorl for spinning; shell knife; mumu neeklaee

huma~ eyes used for. bewltchinge~iemy; primaey of Akit ~tanee;
~ 0£ these tweh~Y-nine characterizing traits, six are local, twenty are

valley ~aidu and Patwin, ,ten witl~ Pomo, three with hill
~Iaid~, ti~reewith Yokuts. Roughly, these proportions

to describe the affiliations of the culture.
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’~:~;:" S~ce there is practically no Ni~n~ Hn~istie "
.... .../..~ beyond old word Hs~, the v~b~ary ob~ed is given ~~

-...~ , minor points o£ e~ture have been embodied therein. For
......the arrangement is topical,-not alphabeticaL ~ mus~.l

~nd that ~is vocab~ary"~epre~n~ the extrem~~
" . 0f Nisen~ ~d of the ~aidu s~ek ~ well; and;~’~’"" " ’ /along lb~r~ Feather ri~;~hd ~-~ ~ils ~~’~,

~ " ~eric~.ri~e~, sp~ch, t~o~h~i~ Nise~a~~ ~S0uthern
;-;~!~-~.:~.:.. somewhat different. " ....."
;L. .; -

Pk~et~s
Vowels.--An ~ o£ less clear quality than "normS" a, due

to partial tonic elevation, w~ oee~ionaHy heard, as in
fish; but berg observed only ~ short syllables, it may not
organic sound o£ the lan~age. The vowe~ e, i, o, u are ~uaIly
always open. A ~ew eases o£ apparent closer quality have been
eated by the macron, thus, fi’. O£ impure vowels, both
to occur. They are unfoldS, as in Shosh0nean and Yokuts,
perhaps better represented .by i and ~. ~ O£ the two, 5
commoner; ~ possibly represents only a variant apperception.

Final vowel~and it may be ~sumed all vowels
either to end in a surd aspiration or in a glottal stop: a~ and a’..
~eebleness o~ the informant’s latex led to many being recorded
out di~erentiation o~ termination. ~ost 0~ these are likely to.
~pirated, the glottal stop being generally easier to hear.
glottal stop was sometimes recorded, but more o£ten is ~likely
have been heard.

Diphthongs are £requent:ai, el, fii, 5i, ui, au, iu, etc., and
. duration equivalent to a single long or short vowel. Wh~re the
..seemed to constitute separate syllables without an intervening
stop, they have been separated by a h~hen.

8tops.--These appear to occur in three series, surd, sonant,
glott~zed. The latter are £eeble, and may not always have
distinguished. They are both organic, as in k’um, dance house,
induced (stop + glottal stop) ~ in nik’e’i (nik-’e’i) my older

.;.. :..,.. ....~: ct. nik’a"i (nik-ka"i), my great-grand~ather, nik-pa"pa, my mothe~
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Surd stops were recorded both. aspirated and unasph~ate~i..:~ --

distinction may be functional ~ or the stops written as unaspira.ted
~and as sonan~s may really constitute only one series: the sonants

to have a less prolonged sonancy than hi English~
sonants were heard, b~ and d’, different from b and d~ hi th~

a heavy labialization seemed to obtrude, hi the latter, glottal ....
These evidently correspond to Dixon’s "inspirationai

~.~ Fina~ surd stops are often not released~ that is, they consist

of occlusion.. ~, ~, ~. These.were dit~cult to distinguish from
.another and from glottal stops, and errors may have crept ".m~o

~’record. There are also released final~surd stops. Glottalized st~ps ’
not heard at the ends of words. The surd stops occur hitei- ......

with lengthened occlusion: ~’, t’, p’, also.t’c. The inform-
loss of upper teeth made the determination of the dental-alveolar
uncertain as to true dental articulation. ~ostly t and d were.
alveolar, about .as in English. A pos~-alveolar or pre-palatal

repeatedly recorded, but also confused with tc.

~~.~These include s, ~, c, j~ 1 and ~.; m, ~, n,
and the affricatives t~, to. There are probably two organic

s and e, the latter made with less fiat tongue than English
and ~ representing a more s-li~e apperception of it. Inter-vocalic

sometimes doubtfully heard sonant and written j, as hi pujune.

imay be questioned whether this is a separate organic constituent of
language. Its limitation of position suggests sonant infection of

by the a~jacent vowels. There appear to be two 1-sounds: ~ is thic]~

quality,.and perhaps p~;o.duced with more s~dden articulation both
beginning and l end. It was chiefly recorded finally, sometimes

The n~al eontinuants are often surd when final: ~,
s.top was sometimes detected, and sometimes not, between vowel

consonant: a’~ and a~. I suspect that all final sonant ~asais were

written: an should always be a~, but a~ and a’~ differ.

¯ is:no ~ (ng) on careful enunciation; nor ~ (palatal fricative) ;
come.what-eo~trieted h pre~ed a~io~her consonant has.

. :~    " .vo~els and con~oiiants ha~ be~n indicated by the
.~’sup~rior peri0di..I~ong. ~ns.~nants recorded are the

¯ n~ m, W.. They occurchiefly after short vowels. Syllables are
accordingly,, either hi the vowel or in the �onsonant.

=~ Bur. Am. Ethn., Bull 40, pt. 1 ~84, 1911.                  ¯
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¯ -. A~e~t.--Stress fails most frequently onthe penult,
~"~ ~anywhere from the final syllable to thefourth from

.-. rate in th"e.compotmd Words. Finaiaecen~ is
than’indicated in the Vocabulary: .the effort to articulate
times induced the informant to stress the last syilabl~

~ Pronominal possessives are proclitic.              - .~

* l~orde; t Gayton; A, American rlver~ F,~Feati~er

’ ...-. " tco’~ltaktak, crown . - . -. lo’~1o~, bone
ono~’, hair (~’oi’; F, kui)

sii’dei, blood

wUskon, eyebrow
hii~, fat

hi"~, eye
hon, heart

siimu~ nose huhu’t’~ lungs "
~i’m, mouth

kiFl’a, liver
ma~sau, beard (~’F; A, sumba) ci", gall
tclkF, tooth (TF, tcawai)

tsii’p, tciiiip, stomach
a’lF’~ tongue

po’tom, intestines
ya’kb*’a’~ cheek, face

o~l’i’, brain
b’o~no’, ear pa~kai, sinew
tca’kanwa’, jaw

too*’, horn, antler
T.mutcao, chin buk, tall
soto.~’lo, throat, ya’kan, saliva
k’ui, k’u~icop, neck heqo~, sweat
da~dat, shoulder worn, tears
tutu’, chest

hun, mucus
mi’n, breast, milk (TF; F, tcut)

u~tcu’, urine
tci"tci, rib pFtciii, faeces
t.a’.ta, back yu’bui, shadow

, bfik~"yal, small of back
ni" ya~m(iim), my name

eqa, belly .. .min ya’miim, your name
sot., navel
pe’l, penis~

Persons
Pa~kpak, testicles nlse’~a’~n, person, Indian
wotloc, scrotum ma~idiik, man
bu’n, pubic- hair kii’le’, woman
yim, arm

Ye’Vpimne’, old man (~hoel)
k’i~pi8, elbow tu%no’, old woman
ma", hand ma~a~, boy. (~; A, YeI)o

. siikii’kiip, fingers k~ona~U, girl (?yen; F, kolo)
bitc-i"v’, nails k~onobeVi, young woman (cf.
yaVwak, thigh (?A; ~, hoi) paV’ta’~ baby
poVdok, knee to"koi, first menstruation

l~i’k’~c, calf
wu"us, menstruation
hu’k (hu’k’~), chief
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chief’s speake.r, i~..dance         ko’l’e, reci!)rocal of to’m and de
.ct. son-in-law; (parallel nephew.

common crier =: :..~.,.              niec’~s called children)...
secret society c~ier, .~no d.ance      kay, r~i~al~ of k~’ ~d ~ti

~it, dancer, ~t~ ; poci~ older cross(f) cousin; p~ral~el
f~ ~itiate, d~eetor, . co~s apparently ca~ed by slb-

doctor" . ling terms
(outside-at), .non-~itiate kec, reciproc~; yo~ger cro~-cou~

yo~m~e, ~’ ~ me~e~e doc-
2’ shaman (~F, yom)

nikpe~ti, my mother-in-law, man’s

make food abundant
n~te~te, my fathgr-~-law, woman

"weather doctor," ra~
speaking (cf. father)

a~o creator .
ni"ma’nai, (" son’,), woman’s son-~iz~y-bear ~’ doctor’ ’

in-law
war leader, brave m~ ko’le, man’s son-~-law (cf. nephew)

m~o’~ my, yo~ ~end
~dow, ~dower niki’~kole, woman’s daughter-~,l~w

white man
, Negro k’e~de, wife’s brother, and recipro-

ghost cal
mac, man’s brother’s w~e, and. re-

~n ciprocal

my father~ and reciprocal nik~epe~ my husband,s sister~ and

for males reciprocal

my mother nik’a~ne~ my w~e’s ~ster

my daughter wo~kli~ woman’s s~ter’s husbaBd~

~.~my son~ woman ~eaking reciprocal of last
(cf. boy)

k’o~po~ parent of chfld-in-law~ recip-n~’e~i~ (my) older broker focal
~t~n~ (my) younger brother
older sister ni’tu’qe~ my relatlves~ ~in~ generic

k~acF~ younger sister
k’o namesake

~Pa’~ my father’s father
n~pa"pa, my mother’s father Ma.mmals~arnivore
ka’to~ ~’o~to, (my) gr~dmother ka’pa~ ~izzly bear

grandchild e~mu/, black bear
~’a"il (my) g~eat-~and- e’l’a~, brown bear

~̄ather, and reciprocal " hFli’$, ~uma
~Y ~eat-gran~other~ and    " toqoma’, wild cat

~ ~ .; - :. ~-e~-, smaller than puma,
: ~ ~.’~-~(~ ~:’~.~:: ~ ~ ~?:"~::.. ~: :~’" :;:~. :~/.. ~: ~:;~ k~ls deer

fdth~r’s, olde~ bioeher,~. : ¢.:.: ~a,w~l~ "
siste~ (~):~ " ~ - *- ’ol’e’~~ coyote

y0~ge~ brother, ’.’ hau,-fox

_ ~n~’a~ti,. my father’s sister, packa’~te, raccoon
~cle’s ~£e, mbther’s ~ter-m-law

b’u’, skunkkaka,~ mother’s brother~ - pim~ badger
~d~’~, ~Y mother’s yo~ger sister do~kdok, minko, stepmother; ~mother~ s sister

ka~ki~, otter
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Ma~nals.~O~hei8 : la’t,la~, gray goose
b’a~dab’ada~ bat ¯ :wa"u, wa"w,:white
k’a~weyum, mole (cf. earth) - ko~mo~o~ :lar~ honker
bo’~ye, ja~krabbit kou, swan
pala~l~ �ottontail rabbit ho’!hol, loon .
hFlou~. ~o~d Squ~rel ko~kto’~
~a’~mbau~ tree squ~el a~ ~11(~)~ from sea ~,~
heVmei~ gopher soVmo’~ s~Har~ smaller ?
yotso"~ rat aleVwo,? alewak~ ~cr~ne" ~
b~fidet~ mo~e ....... . ~. ~ td~qtcalfwhlt~ Crane~
pa%tcak~ beaver           .~         Wak~ small ~rane     ~-

ko~o’, rattlesnake
~ho’toto’t, gopher snake

mo’l’ok~, condor ~pal, racer
hu’kp~, eagle ~ (h) ueko, water snake
h~’s, buzzard, turkey vult~e *yililuk, a small snake
te’ktek, a chicken hawk *petsak, blue-breasted lizard
lo’k/ok, a chicken hawk, e~ble ~lowo, larger gray lizard
su"yu, a chicken hawk okope"ipei, horned t6ad
we" kwek, "duck hawk’~ (pairie a’wa~, turtle, rpasted, eaten

falcon~) good ~for rheumatism
pi’l’au, a hawk potpoto, toad(~)
h~’mh~m, large Owl ~wohokoc, large frog
tciq~iklik, ~ owl that kills chickens ~wakat, small frog
go~nda, a chatter~g owl
tok’o’k, small burrowing owl Fisl~

pala", fish, generic or small
ko’~, raven mai’, salmon
a’~, crow ho’lmai’, sturgeon
atat, marie tc~"men, ’ ’ spring salmon"
tc’a’tp’o/, blackbird (eaten) spring of year~)
wa’infis, meadowlark yat’a’dak, summer salmon
li’sno’, humm~gbird ko"wo, lamprey eel
wictakta~k, robin pe’tc~ u", pike
woqolo~, yellowhammer hoyo’, sucker
pa’na~, red-headed woodpecker tcu’su, perch
ha’~6 wild pigeon ~, a small fiat fish
pu’lba, .dove
ha~npai, quaY; caught in net over 81w~l~h

seed bait in path ~unda~’, river mussel, long
a~na’~ lake clam~ fiat

Wat~ ~irds tsu~we/~ crab~ from sea
po~ye’~ duck, generic
~n’a~ mallard " I~o~
muqi’n, sim~ar, smaller ~’fik~ flea
heqwa~ a white-backed duck . pe’des, body louse
la~k’uc, a long-tailed duck di", head louse
to’~lok, mud hen k~l, net
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cocoon, cocoon rattle - *haka, eoo~ed ~ e~h oven.. ::~’..- -

yeHowjacket se’k’ol, .seeds of a whlte-flowero~

bmblebee herb . ""

.... ¯ .-~: .... ~. ku~ye, "re~un~ t~e~ for mats an~

angle worn, eaten ¯ walak’a’i, t~n~ar t~e~ .for "mats

eaten sa~ule, fla~ t~e, root eaten

large.worm or ~ub ~ ~ound, . lu~m~u, "cotton," or fiber of t~es .... ~ :,. ~ ...~:~ ~...
eaten ca~kayak, scour~g ~sh, to Smooth

arrows ~d flutes

valley oak tc’a’, wood

white oak, in valley kai~, log

white oak, ~ valley pa~pak, stump

black oak acorn, in bills . tc’awal, l~b, fork .(1 partly surd)

oak gall ~o~t~, root

mistletoe t’iqka, ~m, pitch
ka~pum, bark

red ~low , . tc’i’o~ pine bark, fo~ flares

black w~low
"another willow . ~pe

cottonwood tuke", hole ¯

alder nokt~ end

buckeye ecto", middle, half .-

"ax wood," ~h(*)
elder ’ EaCh

oak, Rhus loklo~, world

~d rose; ,haws eaten k’au, lan~, earth, soil
a’~hi/, s~d (i obscure, but not

Sugar p~e ya’~hai,~ gravel

digger p~e o’, o’o~ stone, rock

p~e (,digger p.) ~’k’~i, h~l

smells like eele~ mo’mti, river, large stream
ceu~ slough~ creek

large bulb~ edible ka~yet, lake
Marlpo~ ~y(,) bulb. yak’i3n,, t~e marsh.
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lit’op, mud - " ~- ’, ¯ " " mo~ik~ i,
< ~.’~:.i’. ta’t’mom, Sacramento river k’ummen,

notto’mo~b (east-water) American month
¯ ¯

river ~ - ~. ¯
..~.: ::i~ ka’yimceu, (lake-slough) F~ather ta’m’ac, winter " ...

(and _Bear~) rivers’ -- o~k*omen, summer

hakatmom, Cache creek Ho~e~
¯ ¯ . " h~", house .~.

.Fire k’um, dance or
ea,,~ca~o’~ye~ ~re " k’u.mi’~h~"~ swea~

. ~’i~’,, ~ pi’~lo; brand~ half-burned Wood cU~do/~,

hi"pin, sky, up ma’ro, stringers, roo~ ,
?. ok~’, sun ~pa’imte~ l~der (
~’~’~ po"mbo~~moon k’~’nfi% road (cf. ro~d)

~.. po~ketc~, star ~uctu, "cemete~" (Maidu,
~. ~olomolo, morning star anniversa~)
~ ~ydtcok, Ple~des
.~.. ya", cloud FooJ

~ mba’~i, rain ’a", mortar, of oak, ~ ~
b~oy~ snow bai’, pestle

~ ~ ko"~, ice b’at, b=~’t, acorn meal
" ko’~ki~ frost tel, coarse acorn meal (I.

te’~/, ko’~tc~le, hail surd)
cu’mukla’, fog wo’~tok, acorn bread,¯
yo~wo’, thunder ma’t, same, at Hok, Yupu
yo’~wil, lightning putco’, acorn mush, soup

’ po’~ho’, po’~hom, ~po’, night . ma’cu, ~ana, spoon, of "c~’~

e’kF, e’.ki~m, day ~taba, ~ba, salt burned from a
o~o"~, morning()), evening (star)) )balok, ~kaiba, salt dug from
t~’k’~i, whirlwind

.Months and 8easons p’8~18c, cooking basket
ma’~tmen~ ’’ acorn-bread season," a )mucpa, smaller basket, cup

month, also autumn per
lo~lmen, "ashy season," the foggy ko~yo~, carrying basket,

..:. :.. month men
’"~"~’~"~" nempo’mbok, "large moon," mid- tco’tdoi, t~ay basket

~~ w~termonth wo’da’, fiat sifting basket

~~ li~m’e’, ’ ’ brush," le~ng month pata~i, to s~t
""" yo’men, "flower se~on" or month pu~luc, p’u~luc(~), basket

tu~ men, tu~hmen, "fine seed season" ~th woodpecker and
or month feathers

~~ F~ lak, ithlak, "hot’ ’ month mu~mu, minute basket ~th
:’~~.~.~ .~...~..~ te’mF lak, ’ ’ little hot ’ ’ month ~ecker feathers) on nec~ace

, ~. ",

C--076928
C-076928



~T.roeber: ~7~e Va~ZeV 27~ena~ 287

~a~e~~a~e~ ho’~hyau, fls~ing ~th po~on (~)" .

black ~llow, basket material ye~w’a, duck net, ~0" r fathoms long, "-

root,- basket .mater~l, has 24 meshes ~de, ~-ineh mesh~~
leaves moq’a~ goos~ net, 12 fathoms long,

for d~i~s; from h~ set ~ series, ~ulled

~ob~co~ ~l~ted
to’kno’~ fathom

"w~de, pip~ (*A, ~de; F,
k’Vpic, cubit, elbow _

pipe, ~gl ~ect Dre~ a~ Ado~me~t ,.

~e dr~l d’~, wom~ ~s skit or apron of bark ~

Wea~ tc’i’, blanket of duck feather cords
mo’loi’, buckskin

bow ~o’lom, moccasins of buckskin
, glue to fasten s~ew ba~k~g to ¯ ’tim, awl for sew~g and bask~;

~w also baboon head
arrow (~F, al’ao; A, huya) ce’k’i~, man’s hair net
quiver, of fur ma~ap, ma~tcap, man’s cap with
b’o’cof’, arro~o~t, spear- beads or haliotis pendaots.

b~o’no, ear ornaments, of wood-’
obsid~n (also fl~t~) b~o~no, ear ornaments, ~f woodpecker
~ear ~th obsidign head featffe~, h~ot~, 6r ~cised bone

spear wholly of wood cu’dut~, belt of glass bead~
sling " ~s.oilak, nut ~th 4 seeds, burned to

salmon baboon, at Pujune make shiny black paint --
same, at Kadema ~yl, red pa~t, from springs

same, at’Olac
head of salmon harpoon, in all ’ ~’

ho’w’ok, disk beads, "strung; shell
from ocean, rubbed on stone;

tule raft, balsa co,ted

log raft, at Pujune, Ka- ~"lau’, ha!iotis, for necklaces

dema (~wakai) l~kla’kce, cylind~calmagnesite

same,- at-~Olac beads; from west

pole for pushing raft .... .    ~e~g~o~
sho~t p~ddle for raft: -.... we~ne’,’medic~e (el. "g0od") ~ ~ ........

dip net, ~ feet~ ~e, ~h k’~; ca’we% ~oes’ eyes used .to    ¯

small net, one-finger mesh" ~ ne’d{~*dream "
for salmoh .or small wa~ ~ dance or feast ~ summer

~ river or lakes yo’~’w~’da, feast in flower season
fish poison, leaves etched; sat’we’da/feast ~ater, ~ "leaf"

sloughs ¯ season~
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290 " University o~ Cali)’or~i~ l>ublic~ion, in ~m.

cita~pai o’mic, ~ ~ take care Of yo~- he’ci coZ kanY’~
~~ : self~ ~ ~ £arewell ~g~
¯ ~ ce’~kac’~, ~uj~e greet~g e’i ni~, ~ see it "

homa~b~i~ Kadema ~eet~g menewete weka~m,
nobody

Phrasvs mene~be’ mi’~ who ~.are
’--:.: pa’bene ~’ye, come on, eat heci"ya yape%~i,
¯ ~ ’"- motmi mo~ drink water name~-..~; ...... -

o’c’i he’n~m, t~lk something

-Several s~es are. disting~shable in this
~ ~ Northeast (~ountain) ~aidu equiv~ents are desi~ated

¯ n~bers2~

-m, relational, connective, nom~alizing ~ Dixon, pp. 688, 7~1.
Feather river, nigKt, day, black, good, bad, many, north, 20,

-ira, -~m, -~m appears to be the s~e. See name, sweat hous%
~. Compare boy, small; handgame; Mire, straight; ~1, yo~g

also sick, taboo ~Ood; west, phr~es.
-m~s~. See ghost, ~e~o.
-pc, b’e. See crazy, phr~es, name, what. D~on 46, p. 705.
-we~. S~ phrases. Dixon 52, p. 706.
-’d~, locative. See ~verbs, demonstratives. Dixon, p. 712.
-nan, locative. See a~verbs. D~on, p. 713.
-p6, let us. See go. D~on 22~ p. 702.
-p, on verbs, perhaps imperative. See run, walk, jump, stud, awake,

quickly. D~on 19, p. 701.
-~m, on verbs. See greet~gs. Cf. sit, hear.
-h~, on verbs. See phr~. DLxon 30, p. 703.
-be~, on verbs. See phrases. D~on 24, p. 702.
-~-m. See pretty, ugly, near, now, long ago.
~o’, on numerals. Cf. D~on 45, p. 705~ also p. 708..
-’al, -n~’~, on numerals.

These correspond su~ciently to Maidu ~orms to suggest
~ammar of Nisenan and that of ~Iaidu are rather similar.

a~ Bur. Am. Ethn., Bull. 40, pt. 1, 1911.
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